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ABSTRACT 

A study was made to determine which books children 
borrowed, how many of these were guality literature, and what 
interests were revealed. This was accomplished by noting all books 
checked out during a two-month period in one elementary school 
library, and by designating as guality literature those books listed 
in the "Children* s Catalog. 11 Analysis of the data indicated that 
quality literature was chosen 33 percent of the time, that children 
tended to pursue certain favorite authors and characters, and that 
they also had a great interest in the Disney books, perhaps because 
children are familiar with Disney characters and products. (LS) 
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CHAPTJSK I 
INTRODUCTION 

> 

M The Right to Read" is a much heard phrase today, and 
one which has had far-reaching effects. A national organiza- 
tion has been formed using "Right to Read" as its name. (25) 
Concern about children's reading touches the whole nation, (in 
the pocketbook if nowhere else,) as Congress appropriates money * 
for books, special programs and special teachers* to help child- 
ren become better readers. Society understands that today's 
world demands citizens who can read and a "fifth grade reading 
level will not suffice." (130) ^he world is so complex, so 
crammed with new knowledge, changing so rapidly, that children 
must^learn to read critically and questioningly . They must 
find enjoyment and satisfaction in books whether they are read- 
ing for sheer pleasure, information, or some other reason. 

You can teach a child to read, but what is it that Keeps 
him reading and develops the lifelong attachment for books? 
The same ingredient^ttta^t attends anything a human does well 
••.the desire to do a thing... the interest in it. 

It then becomes incumbent upon those adults who live 
and work with children; parents, teachers, librarians, social 
workers, to name a few; to learn why children read and what 
their interests are. "The area of children's reading interests 



^Numbers in parentheses refer to numbered references 
in the bibliography? those after the colon are page numbers. 
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remains a vital research concern because of the relevance of 
reading interests to interest in reading." (26s 655) 

Because primary taachers spend more time on reading 
than any other subject and authorities generally agree that 
the best chance of encouraging good reading habits lies in, 
and before, grade four, this research was limited to primary 
children. (31IO96) Primary grades are identified as grades 
one, two and three. Because teachers of reading also have a 
responsibility to see that children are guided to quality lit- 
erature, the choices of the children were checked with the 
Children' s Catalog , published by the ri'. ft, .vilson Company. 
The books listed in this reference are decided by a group of 
consultants chosen by two branches of the American Library 
Association. These two branches are the American Association 
of School Librarians and the Children's Services Division. The 
catalog listed a total of 3,310 titles of fiction and non-fiction 
books. (5*5) There are various other available lists of quality 
literature for children compiled by reputable members of the 
library and teaching professions. The Children's Catalo^ was 
selected for this research for several reasons. There are 
comprehensive yearly supplements available which keep it up to 
date. It has been used by an overwhelming number of librarians 
as a guide and finally, it has been used in previous similar 
research. (6), (?) 



>3 



Purpose of otudy 

l'he purpose of this research was to determime, during 
a given period of time, which books were borrowed by primary 
children, how many of these books are considered to be quality 
literature for children and what interests are revealed. It 
was the further purpose of this study to compare these findings 
to previous studies where such comparisons were of value. 



Ik 

CllAPiaR II 
RLVIiiW OF RELATtiU UTuRATbiUS 

Investigations of children's reading interests began 
at least as early as 1893. In that year B. C. True re- 
ported "What i«iy Pupils Read." (30»5^l) Hundreds of studies 
have been undertaken since then. In 1931, L. i-i. Ternan and 
Margaret Lima published an extremely influential study in 
which they concluded that "there are certain well-defined 
tendencies in reading interests that change as the child's 
experience grows and as his imagination and reasoning powers 
develop. (24i3l) Ternsan and Lima used various means to 
gather their information. They determeined that a child's 
choice of reading is influenced by various factors such as 
age, physical development, health, school environment, social 
and economic status, home training, emotional endowment and 
temperment, sex differences and wide variations in mental 
ability. (24i47-'+9) 

Uver the years a veriet/ of methods v/ere used to arrive 
at children's interests. In 1946, Witty, Coomer and McLean 
published a study of children's choices in kindergarten and 
the first three grades in ten elementary schools.. Children 
were asked to name the stories they liked best. Stories about 
animals predominated, with fairy tales as a second choice. 
This study made it clear that children are characterized by 
wide and varied interests which lead them to choose a rich 
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and varied assortment in many fields . The authors reported a 
gradual maturing of taste among ^children in intermediate 
grades, , 

Two books were published in 1957 by two well known 
authorities in the field of children's literature, hay Hill 
Arbuthnot and Phyllis r'enner. v Arbuthnot states that reading 
is one rich source^ children use to satisfy some or all of 
the many basic human needs. (2:14) In general, children 
like stories with an adequate theme, strong enough to gen- 
erate and support a lively plot. They appreciate memorable 
characters and distinctive style. (2*l6) Arbuthnot further 
notes the effect of mass media on children's reading. Fenner 
state s % that children read nothing bu-t what interests them. 
(11*12) 

A good deal of research into children* s reading in- 
terests was done during the decade of the sixties. In i960, 
pernice rfolfson did a study on what children say their read- 
ing interests are. Twelve categories were listed and there 

# 

was considerable overlapping of interests between boys and 
girls in many categories. They indicated an especially hirh 
interest in the social studies area. (31i8l-82) 

A study in 1962 by rtuth C ( omith led her to make the 
following statement 1 (22:209) 

In summary, therefore, the data seems to indicate 
that generally the pre-priraers and primers which 
children are required to read, and which are sup- 



posed to stimulate an interest and desire to read, 
do not really satisfy their reading interests as 
shown by their "free-choice" of books at the 
library. 

In 1963 Betty Peltola did a study of children's book 
choices and concluded that several factors may influence 
children's choices of books. Illustrations are important, 
especially for younger children. She ingredients that most 
attract them are action and humor. • Children may be influenced 
by the jacket or cover and color seemed to be important, per- 
haps in setting a mood. (21 1692) 

During the summer of 1967, Virginia Downing, under the 
direction of Dr. Charles Du'v'all of Indiana University, did 
an investigation of the free reading choice? of elementary 
school children at the public library. An analysis of the 
data collected determined that during the summer children 
do not choose books from the public library listed in the 
Children's Catalog . (17»13) 

Continuing research produced several studies in 1968. 
Robert kmans was interested in finding out what children in 
the inner city like to read. He used a sampling of stories 
from various programs with the result that the children pre- 
ferred stories based on family, friends and p.ts. nr. Emans 
concluded that, "as in other research r-ituditr, or reading, no 
one set of materials oan be said to be the most appropriate 
for all children or any one child at all times. (10:121) 



x'ord and Koplyay attempted to construct a non-verbal 
test of children's story preferences. They used pictures and 
single sentences in six categories. This study has been sub- 
jected to much scrutiny and criticism. At this time the auth- 
ors are in the process of planning further refinement and val- 
idation of the test. (12i233-237) 

Sue Cox, another of Or. DuVall's graduate research stu- 
dents, did a study of the circulation in a flexible elementary 
school library. No concrete conclusions were drawn from this 
study but various areas were pinpointed that might profit from 
further research. (6il9-2l) 

a study by Ashley, published in 1970 and dealing with 
grades l r 9 5* 6, and 7 rather than primary, nevertheless is 
both interesting and informs xive for all teachers of reading, 
tforty reading topics were used and children gave their pre- 
ferences ( first, second and third choices ) without guidance 
from aftults. (3*1038-1096) 

All authorities seem to agree that all children have 

soijie interest and somewhere there is a book for each child. 

i 

I 

\ 

I 
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CHAPTER III 
METHOD U*' RESEARCH 



The data for this research were compiled in the library 
of a selected elementary school in northern Indiana. The 
total enrollment of this school was 801 of which *2 3 were 
boys and 378 were girls. The total enrolment in the primary 
grades was 352 of which 180 were boys and 1 7 2 were girls. 
This particular elementary school was judged to be the most 
typical elementary school in the total Soutjf Bend School 
Corporation according to the factors of aptitude, achieve- 
ment, present negro population and census tract ranking. ( 2? ) 

The seating space of this library accommodated 33 at 
tables and "chairs plus a 9 X 12 rug in the area of primary 
books. There is a regular librarian in attendance at all 
times and a flexible open library is maintained except for 
10 half hour periods each week when primary children have 
story hour and are introduced to library skills. The library 
is open daily from 8, 3 0 to 3,15. Primary children may go to 
the library at any time, with permission of their classroom 
teacher. »ooks may be checked out for a two week period. 

This library contained a total of ^,397. 0 f these, 
739 were classified as "Easy." An easy book is one whffch is 
meant for young children, such as a picture book or reader. 
There were 106 duplicates available in the "Easy" category. 
All of the books borrowed by primary children during 
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a two month period were listed on three by five cards as to 
title, author and call number if it was other than E, also 
listed was the grade and sex of the pupil. Further, the name 
of the pupil and the home-room teacher were noted in the event 
that further information was desired. All books were classi- 
fied as either fiction or non-fiction, finally, each title 
was chec-ed in the Children's Catalog to determine if the 
book was considered to be good literature for children. The 
Children's Catalog lists books appropriate for children from 
pre-school through the 6th grade. The catalog is divided into 
^asy, Miction and various non-fiction subjects. The intro- 
duction tc the list of Easy books gives the following ex- 
planation: •) 

E - Easy Books 

mostly fiction books which would interest 
children from pre-school through second grade, 
for the most part, those easy books which have 
a definite non-fiction subject content are class- 
ified with other non-fiction books. 

Easy books listed t 

1. All picture books whether fiction or non-fiction ) 
which the young child can use independently. kJ 

2. Picture story-books with a larger amount of text 
which can be read aloud to the child as the 
story is followed through the illustrations. 

3. fiction books with very little text, suitable 
for the beginning reader. (5«^73) 

fiction books suitable for grades 3 to 6 are listed under 
"fiction." ^ 

The forms of the card and the type of data collected 
were patterned to a certain extent, after the Downing study 



of surumer reading and the Cox study of circulation in a flex- 
ible school library. 

It was assumed that the children read the books they 
borrowed from the library. In the case of first grade pupils 
and other less proficient readers, it was assumed that they 
might need some assistance. The motivation for reading was 
the children's interests and the choice of books their own. 
During this period, the librarian and the classroom teachers 
did nof make any particular effort to influence the children 
in their choices. It is understood that there is a certain 
teacher influence always present during the school year and 
a certain influence exerted by classroom activities. 

Hypothesis 

Children in the primary grades, when allowed to make 
free choices of books to read in the school library, do not 
choose books that are listed in the Children 1 s Catalog . 



'2! ■ ■* 
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ChAPTiiR IV 

i 

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 

The purposes of this chapter were to present the 
raw data in totality and to analyze these data in order 
to arrive at same indication of children's interests and 
their implication for classroom teachers and further 
research . 

Table 1 lists all books borrowed by primary child- 
ren during the two month period by title and author. 
The listing is by alphabetical order of the authors' 
last names. The books are then categorized ast easy, 
not easy; fiction, non-fiction; and whether or not listed 
in the Children' s Catalog . Those books listed in the 
Children' s Catalog are classified as recommended by con- 
sultants, those listed with one star are especially re- 
commended, those listed with two stars are most highly 
recommended. Finally, the number of times each book was 
checked out is noted and whether by first, second or 
third grade pupil; male, female or unknown. 
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The total number of books borrowed was 466 ♦ Of this 
total, 401 or 86# were easy; 65 or lk% were not easy, 
Table 2 gives a breakdown of the categories into which these 
books fall and the totals in each category. 



TABLE 2. 
CATEGORY 


TOTAL NUMBER AND 


PERCENT 


OF BOOKS 


IN EACH 




Easy 


r lcxion 


0 t 0 • 


# 




''fOl 


366 


110 




20 






277$ 




5"/<> 


Easy 


in on— r ic xion 




# 


** 


401 


35 


15 


1 


0 




9/0 


4# 






Not Easy 


Miction 


c.c. 


# 


*# 


65 


37 


16 


2 


5 




57# 


24f» 




1% 


Not Easy 


Non-Fiction 


C.C. 


# 




65 


28 


9 


1 


3 















Of the total 466 books, 150 or 32% were listed in the 

Children' s Catalog . 18 or 4;i of these were listed with one 

/ 
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star and 28 or 6% were listed with two stars. 

The total circulation during the two month period 
equaled 1066. Table 3 presents a breakdown of total cir- 
culation by grade and sex. In certain instances the names 
on sign-out cards were so illegible or ambiguous as to make 
it impossible to determine sex. These are listed as unknown. 



TABLE 3. FREQUENCY TOTALS AND PERCENTAGE UP TOTAL 
CIRCULATION PUR EACH GRADE 





Grade 1 


95 


Grade 2 




Grade 3 


% 


Boys 


96 


9 


238 


22 


192 


18 


Girls 


96 


9 


209 


20 


213 


20 


Unknown 


9 


0 


5 


0 


8 


0 


Total 


201 


19 


if 52 


k2 


M3 


39 



In the Cox study boys at the second grade level read lk% of 
the total circulation; in thic research they read 22% of the 
total circulation. In the Cox study second grade girls 
accounted for only 8JS of the total circulation; while in this 
research second grade girls read 20% of the total. These 
figures could be misleading and one must consider that the 
Cox research covered grades two to eight while this research 
concentrated on grades one to three. The figures are com- 
pared primarily because in the Cox study the second grade as 
a wh^le accounted for 22# of the total circulation which was 
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the highest percentage and irPthis research the second grade 
accounted for kZ% of the total circulation, also the highest 
percentage, (61 11-12) 

The greatest number of volumes checked out by children 
in the Downing study fell in the, seven, eight and nine year 
old age groups which are roughly comparable to second and 
third grades, (?ill) 

First grade children overwhelmingly chose books listed 
as Easy-Fiction, First grade boys liked animal stories best. 
First grade girls preferred fairy tales and animal stories. 



TABLE l\. TOTALS AND PERCENTAGES OF CATEGORIES AND 
NUi.iBER OF BOOKS IN EACH CATEGORY LISTED IN THE 
CHILDREN'S CATALOG FOR THE FIRST GRADE 





Easy 








Easy 








fiction 


L 


* 




Non-Fiction 


L 


# «* 


Boys 


80 


25 


5 


8 


11 


8 






83 


26 


5 


8 


11 


8 




Girls 


87 


31 


6 


8 


5 


3 


1 

■A. 


% 


91 


32 


6 


8 


5 


3 


1 


Unknown 


7 








2 






% 


78 








22 








Not Easy 








Not Easy 








Fiction 


L 


* 


#* 


Non-Fiction 


L 




Boys 


5 


3 




1 








% 


5 


3 




1 








Girls 


3 


3 




1 


1 






% 


3 


3 




1 


1 







Unknown 



Percentages were figured on total books read 
by each sex at this grade level* 
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Second grade children also preferred books classified 
as Easy-Fiction. Second grade boys liked adventure stories, 
while the girls divided their interests among the following, 
cats and/or dogs, books about school and young children, and 
some fairy tales. 



TA h^ JA T0TALS AHD *BftC£NTAGflS OF CATEGORIES AND 
MUhBBa OF BOOKS IN EACH CATEGORY LISTED IN THE 
CHILDREN'S CATALOG FOR THE SECOND GRADE 



Easy 
Fiction L 



** 



Easy 
Non-Fiction 



Boys 
% 

Girls 
f> 

Unknown 



209 
88 

188 
90 
4 
80 



72 
30 
53 
25 



8 16 

3 7 

9 7 

4 3 



18 
8 

15 
7 
1 

20 



9 5 

4 2 

6 3 

3 1 



Not Easy 
Fiction 



Not Easy 
Non-Fiction 



** 



Boys 
% 

Girls 
% 

Unknown 



6 
3 
3 
1 



5 
2 

3 
1 



1 
1 



5 

?. 

3 
1 



4 4 

2 2 

3 3 
i 1 



Percentages were figured on total books read 
by each sex at this grade level. 



The greatest percentage of books selected by third 
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grade boys and girls were in the Easy-Fiction category. How- 
ever, the second highest totals show third grade boys choosing 
Hot Easy Non-i'iction books and third grade girls choosing Not 
Easy Fiction. 'The boys preferred books dealing with sports 
both fiction and Vion-f iction. They also liked books about 
cers and adventure stories. The girls liked fairy tales, 
classics like Pinocchio . Bambi . Peter Pan . Black Beauty and 
Heidi , stories dealing with witches and magic and the Joan' 
Walsh Anglund books. 



TABLE 6. TOTALS AND PERCENTAGES OF CATEGORIES AND 
NUMBER OF BOOKS IN EACH CATEGORY LISTED IN THE 
CHILDREN'S CATALOG FOR THE THIRD GRADE 





Easy 






*# 


Easy 










Fiction 


L 


* 


Non-Fiction 


L 


♦ 


ft* 


Boys 


139 


^3 


5 


5 


12 


6 


2 






72 


22 


3 


3 


6 


3 


1 




Uirls 


168 


44 


9 


10 


11 


2 






% 


79 


21 


4 


5 


5 


1 






Unknown 


i 6 








2 








J* 


75 








25 










Not Easy 








Not Easy 










Fiction 


L 


# 


** 


Non-Fiction 


L 


* 


ft* 


Boys 


13 


1 






28 


11 


1 


1 


% 


7 








15 


6 


A 

2 


I 


Girls 


26 


8 


4 


2 


8 


5 


1 


1 


% 


12 


4 


2 


1 


4 


2 


1 

7. 




Unknown 















Percentages were figured on total books read 
by each sex at this grade level • 
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Of the total circulation of 1066, books listed in the 
Children' s Catalog were chosen 3*4? times. This means that 
quality literature was chosen .325 or 33$ of the time. In 
the Downing study .206 or 21$ of the volumes circulated were 
listed in the Children's Catalog . (7* 13> In the Cox research 
Zhfo of the total circulation were books listed as good liter- 
ature. (6»25) In this study 66 volumes checked out were 
listed with one star in the Children's Catalog and 63 volumes 
were listed with two stars. 

Analysis of the Data 

Children in the second grade show the strongest inter- 
est in reading as reflected by the number of library books 
signed out by them. This was also true in both the Cox and 
Downing research. One explanation could be the effect of a 
newly acquired. skill. 

In comparing the total books selected by each group 
and the number of that total listed in the Children's Catalog , 
the following can be said. In the Downing study eleven year 
old boys selected the highest percentage of books listed in the 
Children's Catalog . (?»12) Eleven year old boys are generally 
found in the sixth grade and since the sixth grade was not 
covered in this study, no comparisons are possible. In the 
Cox research, the highest percentage of books listed were read 
by nine year old girls. (61I3) Nine year old £irls are 



57 

found in the third and fourth grades with a few in second. 
In this research fir^t grade girls checked out the highest 
percentage of listed books followed closely by first grade 
boys. However, only ten percentage points separated the 
first grade girls from the third grade girls whose percentage 
of books listed in the Children's Catalog was the lowest. It 
is possible that first grade children asked for guidance and 
were thus influenced. 

Certain patterns emerge from the, raw data. Children 
will pursue books by certain authors or certain characters 
whether or not adults consider them as good as earlier stories. 
A good example is the Babar stories. The original book, The 
Story of Babar was considered excellent and was listed in the 
Children's Catalog with two stars. Babar and Father Christmas 
was also listed. Both of these books were by Jean de Brunhoff 
and were chosen a total of four times in this study. However, 
Babar Loses His Crown , written by Laurent d' arunhoff, is not 
listed but was chosen seven times. The David C. Cooke books 
on ships, airplanes, etc. show a similar pattern in the total 
circulation. Children love the Dr. Seuss books and books by 
Theodore Le Sieg even though adult authorities have judged 
only a few to be quality literature. Dr. Seuss and Theodore 
Le Sie? are pen names fox Theodore G e isel. (See "Feminine 
Angle," Chicago Sunday Sun Times . December 12, 1971, p.l.) 

other authors who v/ere quite popular with the children 
in this study included; Sara Asheron, Jean Bethell, Annie 
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De Caprio, Syd Hoff, Adelaide Holl, Leonard Kessler, and 
Arnold Lobel. Clifford, a monstrous red dog, created by 
Norman Bridwell was a favorite as was Georgie, a friendly 
type ghost, the brain child of Robert Bright. Dick Bruna's 
stylistic rabbit, kiffy, had many friends. Books featuring 
the bears and their adventures, written by Stanley Berenstein, 
were also quite popular. 

One of the most interesting phenomena are any of the 
books bearing the name Walt Disney. These may be either the 
Walt Disney adaptations of children's classics or the -books 
featuring original Disney characters. Authorities, by and 
large, look down their noses at Disney books. The feeling, 
generally, is that Disney (now the Disney organization) re- 
writes the stories and it does not improve them. The Disney 
illustrations are not considered a match with the originals. 
Donald Barr, New York educator and, at the time, headmaster 
of the Dalton Schools in New York City, wrote just such a 
review in Book Week published by the Chicago Sunday Sun Times 
on October 31, 1965. kr. Barr compared the kilne and Disney 
versions of Winnie The Pooh and Disney came out the loser. 
(£. H. Shepard was the original illustrator of Milne's char- 
acters.) Disney books are not listed in the Children's Catalog 
nor are they on any other list of quality literature for 
children. However, several generations have now grown up 
with the creations of Walt Disney and, whatever the experts 
think, the children adore the Disney books. They check them 
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out again and again, just as the boys and girls did during the 
yime this study was being made* Witty, Coomer and McLean, in 
their study of children's choices of favorite books, made the 
following statement: (29*2?2-273) 

Thus we find in the primary grade choices the greatest 
departure from adult standards of literary excellence. 
This deviation may be accounted for by the numbers of 
Disney titles, also by... other books ♦. .which do not 
appear in the standard bibliographies. 

Uf the 739 volumes classified as "Easy/ 240 were not 
read by the primary children during the time of this study. 
84 of the 240 books were listed in the Children 1 s Catalog . 
18 of these were listed with one star and 8 were listed with 
two stars. Further investigation revealed that all of these 
books v/ere checked out to children in the fourth, fifth and 
sixth grades during this time. 

No attempt was made in this study to discover why 
children chose the books they did. In some cases it seemed 
obvious that classmates somehow shared their choices with one 
another, for certain books were taken out continu6usly oy 
different children in the same room. In other cases, a boy 
or girl in one class would check out a book and a few weeks 
later a brother or sister, sometimes younger, often older, 
would check out the same book. 

It seems fair to say that the better readers in the 
primary grades will reach up to the more difficult books and 
those boys and firls in the intermediate grades who may have 
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some problems in reading will move down to the easy books. 
They also may move up or down simply because they have found 
a book that interests them. The Witty, Coomer and fcicBean 
study found much .the same thing. 



In the primary choices, we find children in 
the second and third grades reaching up to books of 
the intermediate listing, such as The. Iftatchlock Gun , 
ripma^ Price, the Jataka , Tales . To an& Again , and 
ihe Little Lame Prince . Also in grades IV-VI we dis- 
cover a few children enjoying books such as I&l Friend 
*licka, which the standard bibliographies assign to 
high-school levels. But some .pupils in the inter- 
mediate grades are also reading books on the primary 
lists, such as Little Toot, & Donald DjicJs and 

Little Fellow . ( 29 1 272) 
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CHAPTER V 



SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS AND RKOOwtaEWDATlONS 

This final chapter is intended to restate the purpose 
of the study, briefly summarize the principal parts, express 
the implications the findings may have in the field of educa- 
tion and offer recommendations for future inquiry. 



The purpose of this study was to determine the types 
and quality of the books borrowed by primary children during 
a set period of time. Through an analysis of children's free 
choices it was expected that some insight into children's 
interests could be ascertained. 

Such studies have been conducted many times over the 
years, A brief survey of the literature published in ;ttfe 



sistently compiled lists of books which they considered to 
have real merit. Just as consistently children have shown 
that adult choices and their choices are not always the same. 

The data for this research was collected in the library 
of a rather large elementary school. The method used v/as to 
catalog all the books checked out by primary children during 
a two month period. An analysis revealed that quality litera- 
ture was chosen 33$ of the time. Certain patterns of choices 
emerged and definite areas of interests within groups were 
revealed # 



Summary 



field of children's reading interests begins in 1893 




carries through to the present day* Authorities have con- 
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Inplications 

This study, like preceding studies, has revealed the 
broad range of children's interests. If, as Fenner says, 
"A love of reading is built on the child 1 s interests, not 
on his parents' (or teacher's)," (11*137) then we, who teach 
reading, must provide materials to capitalize on these in- 
terests. 

Today, teachers and books are in competition with radio, 
television, movies, conic strips and a^variety of magazines, 
along with a plethora of other amusements. The mass media of 
today's culture with its advertising campaigns and public 
relation men most assuredly influence children. Return for 
just a moment to the popularity of the Walt Disney books. 
Think of the selling job that has been done. Children "think" 
Disney. They v/ear clothes adorned with the Disney characters, 
eat from dishes with Disney characters smiling back at them, 
gel food froia boxes decorated with Disney characters, play 
with Disney toys, watch the "Wonderful World of Disney" on 
television plus any number of cartoon shows, go to Disney 
movies and dream of going to "Disney Land" or "Disney World." 
Is it any wonder that they feel at home with Disney books. 
There is something basic in human nature that directs us to 
the familiar. The task ox teachers is to broaden the realm 
of the familiar, "Children know what books they like but 
not all the books they are capable of liking," (2i600) 
Children don't necessarily have to like every book that is 
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judged superior or a classic or whatever, An that is necess- 
ary is that they meet these* books, have a look at them and 
perhaps discuss them. The responsibility of educators is to 
expose boys and girls to uooks that fulfill their needs but 
may also broaden their horizons. 
*\ 

Recoramendations 

"l'oday we witness a growing interest in practically 
all countries tov/ards studying interests of young readers and 
the place of the book among other mass media in a child's 
life.* 1 (19*7) A study of the work being done on this topic 
ij^^other countries might well furnish Americans with new leads 
and new knowledge, 

11 . • . reading interests cannot effectively be studied 
without reference xo reading dislikes : merely to investigate 
the one is to know only half of the reader." (3*1038) 
Children are often asked what they like, perhaps new under- 
standings could be fostered by researching what they dislike. 

Why children read what thsy do presents many opportun- 
ities for research. The place of age, sex, socioeconomic 
background, family influence, peer influence, teacher influence, 
and many other areas on children's choices of reading material 
opens untold possibilities for future studies. 

In the technologically oriented, fast moving, ever 
changing milieu children are reared in today, it is not poss- 
ible to rely on past research. To keep abreast of children's 
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interests must b> an ongoing process r Such research, care- 
fully executed, can provide educators with a starting point 
when searching for material and developing curricula. Cur- 
rent statistics on children's interests could be of great 
assistance to librarians attempting to determine which books 
to order and how many copies of each. 

The most important responsibility of the elementary 
school is to develop children's love for learning and to 
teach the skills that facilitate learning. Chief among these 
skills is reading, for reading is the key to the past as well 
as the present. To teach children to read is to start them 
on a lifetime of learning. 

A love of reading, . .is not necessarily a love for 
the classics, or even a love of fiction, or a love 
of many books. The child's love may be for books, 
or a book, that tells him the facts he yearns for. M 
>. (11*137) 

It becomes essential then that each teacher acquire 
a rather thorough understanding of children's literature and 
a wide knowledge of the various kinds of reading materials 
along with the ability to identify the unique interests of 
the children in his or her charge. Somewhere there is the 
right book for each child. The teacher's neverending task 
is to introduce the one to the other. 
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APPENDIX 

Classifications according to the Dewey System* 

000 - General Works 

library science 
bibliography 
general references 

100 - Philosophy 

200 - Religion 

300 - Social Sciences 

**00 - Language 

500 - Science 

600 - Applied Science 

700 - Fine Arts 

800 - Literature 

900 - History and Travel 

* 

*Bundy, to. L. , "toetropolitan Public Library Use 
Ison Library Bulletin , vol. kl, p. 959, May, 1967. 
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CHILDREN'S CATALOG CLASSIFICATION OF NUN-JFICTION 

The Children* s Catalog divides Non-Fiction books into 
the following categories and uses the Dewey System of class- 
ification. 
Philosophy - 100 

Ethics (Leaf, tiunro, Fair Play ; example of an Easy book) 
Religion - 200 \^ 

Creation 

tfible Stories 

Old Testament 

New Testament 

God \ 

Christ 

Mythology 
The Social Sciences - 300 \ 

iuass Communication 

family 

ethnic Groups 
Slavery and Emancipation 
Government 
Inoney 
Resources 
Production 
Agriculture 



Armed Forces 

Police and Firemen 

Public Utility 

Transportation 

Holidays 

Etiquette 

Folklore 

Tales and Legends 
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Language - 400 

Alphabet 

Words 

Languages 
Science - 500 

Pure Science 
Experiments 

Collections 

History 

hath ema tics 

Spjice/Astronomy 

v 

Moon 

Solar System 

Planets 

Sun 

Earth 

haps ^ 

Physics 

Sound 

Air 

Light 



Color 
Heat 

Electricity 

foagnetisra 

Weather 

Fossils 

Life 

Oellp 

biology 

/ 

juot^ny 

Zoology 

Animals 

Inteects 

Birds 

Fish a 

Reptiles 
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Technology 600 



Inventions 


Agriculture 


medicine 


Forestry 


Tools 


Horses 


Radio 


Cattle 


Telephone 


Goats 


Television 


Dogs 


Roads and Highways 


Cats 


Aerodynamics 


Printing 


Astronautics 


Toys 


Automobiles and Trucks 
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Wale 


female 


Totals 


Jc^-rst 


62 


57 


119 


Second 


6k 


55 


119 


Third 


5<* 


60 




Totals 


180 


172 


352 



Figure 2. Distribution by 3ex for 
Jiach Grade 
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